Modern culture demonstrates increasing complexity. Today, complexity is beginning to be envisioned as a modernity's immanent quality, a source both of uncertainty and of hidden opportunities for cultural development. This article outlines the sociocultural features of increasing complexity. Modern culture does not promote stability, but, on the contrary, multiplies differences and becomes a kind of differentiation flow. From being a system of sustainable, vitally important forms of human activity, culture is transformed into a kaleidoscope of individual experiences against the background of network structures and technosocial systems that exist according to their own logic. Permeating all cultural forms, complexity becomes sometimes a source for the emergent new cultural practices, sometimes a source of chronic anxiety caused by the inability to 'master' socio-cultural transformation.
Introduction
Modernity is often described through neologisms. Postmodernism was especially prolific in this respect, constructing a multitude of new words and vastly extending the meaning of the old ones. Familiar classical philosophical and scientific concepts are actively reused with such prefixes as 'un', 'trans' and, of course, 'post'. Postindustrialism, postmodernism, transhumanism: this is far from a complete list of concepts proposed to describe contemporary age. Even the prefix 'neo' used in conjunction with our era points not to it creative re-imagining, but rather to something blown out of proportions; it is often used negatively to describe something that is new but degraded compared to an original. As a result, despite the visible technical achievements, modernity becomes associated with simplification and degradation.
Throughout the XXth century, we encounter a wide variety of models of regressive social development. A multitude of negative definitions used to describe modernity can't but look suspicious: 'crisis of meaning' (E.Husserl), 'death of man' (E.Fromm), 
The Transformation of Culture
Culture is not a simple homogeneous reality: it reflects the multifaceted character of human life and the complexity of human nature. Yuri Lotman wrote in one of his works that "one of the main functions of culture is to resist entropy" [3, p. 85). The literal meaning of the Greek word 'entropy' is, of course, 'turn' or 'transformation'.
The concept of 'entropy' in thermodynamics proves that matter is inherently geared towards the destruction of any kind of order. The discovery of entropy opened a vast scientific and philosophical field of research regarding the dialectical struggle between the two tendencies exhibited by complex structure: to submit to entropy and to form stable structures.
Complexity is immanent in culture, since culture itself is predetermined by an irreducible complexity of symbolic systems and their self-organizing tendency. According to N.M.Smirnova, "the complexity of communicative and semantic characteristics of the social world, human activity and cultural artefacts not only competes with the complexity of natural self-organization, but often even exceeds it, both ontologically and in the required methodological depth" [5, p. 172 ]. An idea of complication is encoded in the world 'culture' itself. Soil cultivation presupposes its preparation to something that is more complex. The Romans, of course, used the word 'culture' in genitive in phrases meaning a certain degree of perfection, a qualitative improvement of the thing that the word 'culture' was applied to. Modernity is a visible proof of the objective tendencies towards sociocultural growth in complexity. However, we cannot say that culture becomes more complex through the process of competition (similar to biological 'natural selection'). At the same time, increased cultural complexity demonstrates spatial and temporal changes in the topological and functional organization of culture.
Rising cultural complexity is characterized by the compression of spatial and temporal scales, while the periods of development are interspersed with the periods of recession, crisis, and degradation. This is also relevant for such a specialized cultural field as art. According to Yu.Lotman, "Art -and here we see its structural affinity with natural life -has an ability to transform noise into information; it complicates its own structure through its correlation with the environment" [3, p. 85].
Cultural Space Under the Influence of Technosphere
Today technosphere is becoming increasingly complex, and this process has a consid- bilities. An increase in socio-cultural complexity is objectively driven by the scientific and technological progress -however, this is not a full story. The loss of 'simple' relations between humans and objects happens because of their overabundance and technical complexity. There are too many things, and the things themselves are more and more difficult to manage; they demand a certain learning curve in order to be used efficiently. Many objects in contemporary culture act in conjunction with other objects, creating a kind of spider network of interactions.
Cultural space feels an impact of changing notions about materiality, wholeness and discontinuity of being. Virtual existence substitutes reality with its simulation. Digital revolution is increasingly erasing the boundaries between reality and virtuality. Virtual Complex existence determines not only cognitive and methodological approaches in science and philosophy, it provides foundations for the humanity's ethical and humanistic principles.
In conclusion, let us note that the tendencies in rising socio-cultural complexity are contradictory. Cultural space is being transformed by technically complex selfdeveloping systems -computer networks, Internet, financial markets etc. -that change our concepts of materiality and logic of cultural development. As a result, culture is becoming more diverse, dynamically reacting in response to the needs and desires of modern individuals, fulfilling the demands of their 'complex' nature. At the same time, these trends lead to the increase in formal cultural complexity, but also to the simplification in its content. Cultural content becomes fragmented, reduced to separate images and signs actively reassembled and recombined by the individuals. The discovery of the complexity of human culture and its radical irreducibility to any familiar cultural pattern becomes a new sociocultural challenge fraught with both new opportunities and new dangers.
